GERMANIA   CONTRA   MUNDUM
structed by the sword, an incomplete and in-
completable State whose rulers, by the tradition of
their office, are constantly compelled to seek expansion
at the expense of their fellows.
It is one of the major tragedies of history that
the unification of Germany as a national State was
not effected at the close of the Middle Age by the
Hapsburgs, instead of being left to be completed
four hundred years kter by the Hohenzollerns.
Vienna, with the charm of its inimitable situation, its
close association with Classical and Catholic Europe,
its fine tradition of art and urbanity, "would have been
the ideal centre of a unified German nation that could
have taken its proper place with the French, Spanish,
Italian, British, and other European peoples in a
gradually developing Parliament of Man. How is
it that the Hapsburgs failed to fulfil their historic
mission ? The causes were mainly two. On the
one hand, when in the fifteenth century they came
into permanent possession of the imperial throne,
Germany had gone too far in disintegration for its
reconstruction and reconsolidation to be easy. As
we have seen, its kings had so long devoted their
energies to vain efforts to conquer Italy that they
had allowed their power in Germany itself to vanish
away. The association, moreover, of the German
kingship with the visionary office of 'Holy Roman
Emperor* had caused the kingship itself to become
elective instead of hereditary, and every election had
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